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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 8-11, 14-17, 19-20, 23-26, 30-31, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Klatte et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,101,917). 

As to claims 1 , 9, Klatte et al. disclose a fire fighting vehicle comprising a turret 
including a base which is coupled to the vehicle, the turret being configured to rotate 
relative to the vehicle at the base (See Figs. 1, 3; abstract); a turret controller configured 
to use feedback control to control movement of the turret from a first position where the 
turret is positioned at a first angle of rotation at the base to a second position where the 
turret is positioned at a second angle of rotation at the base, the first and second angles 
being different (See col. 3, lines 54-65; col. 1 , lines 28-40) (the first and second 
positions are attained during rotation and by disengaging or lock in position or rotating 
unlock position see col. 1, lines 28-40; col. 2, lines 1 1-47; engaged position, disengaged 
position). 

As to claims 2, 10, Klatte et al. disclose the turret controls the movement of the 
turret from the first position to the second position in response to a single input from an 
operator (See col. 2, lines 5-10). 
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As to claims 3, 8, 1 1 , 15, 24, Klatte et al. disclose the turret is configured to rotate 
in a plane that is approximately horizontal (See col. 2, lines 37-47, 60-67). 

As to claims 14, 23, Kattle et al. disclose a turret vehicle for a vehicle comprising 
a first gear (drive gear; see abstract)) coupled to the vehicle, the first gear being 
stationary relative to the vehicle; an apparatus coupled to the vehicle and configured to 
rotate relative to the vehicle, the apparatus including a second gear (ring gear; see 
abstract)) which is rotatably coupled to the first gear and is configured to rotate as the 
apparatus rotates relative to the vehicle; Kattle et al. disclose a position sensor coupled 
to the second gear, the position sensor being configured to measure the position of the 
apparatus (See col. 4, lines 45-67; as the positions are determined during drive 
assembly). 

As to claims 16, 25, Kattle et al. disclose rotation of the aiming (See col. 4, lines 
61-67) which is considered as a position sensor being a rotary potentiometer. 

As to claims 17, 19-20, 26, Kattle et al. disclose other types of gears which is 
considered as third gear wherein all the gears are connected and the second gear is 
configured to drive the rotation of the apparatus (See col. 4, lines 1-6, 31-67; col. 3, 
lines 63-67). 

As to claims 30-31 , Kattle et al. disclose the first gear meshes with the second 
gear (See abstract; col. 2, lines 20-29) ; and also disclose an apparatus that is 
extendable (See Fig. 1 ). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-7, 12-13, 18, 21, 27- 28, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kattle in view of Petit et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,949,794). 

As to claims 4, 7, 12-13, Kattle et al. disclose all but fail to specifically disclose 
the first position corresponds to a deployed position where the turret is positioned to 
dispense a fire fighting agent on a region of interest and the second position 
corresponds to a stored position in which the turret is stored for vehicle travel. In an 
analogous art, Petit discloses a fire fighting agent on a region of interest and the second 
position corresponds to a stored position in which the turret is stored for vehicle travel 
(See col. 2 and col. 10, Figure 12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify the system of Kattle with that of Petit by 
having a fire fighting agent on a region of interest and the second position corresponds 
to a stored position in which the turret is stored for vehicle travel in order to control the 
firefighting device. 

As to claim 5, Kattle et al. disclose a locking mechanism that locks the turret in 
place after the turret reaches the second position (See col. 1, lines 28-40; col. 2, lines 
11-47). 
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As to claims 6, 21 , 28, Kattle et al. disclose all but fail to specifically disclose a 
fire fighting agent delivery system capable of transporting a fire fighting agent from the 
fire fighting vehicle to a nozzle. coupled to the turret. In an analogous art, Petit et al. 
disclose a fire fighting agent delivery system capable of transporting a fire fighting agent 
from the fire fighting vehicle to a nozzle coupled to the turret (See col. 2, lines 13-19; 
abstract) (fluid discharge device= firefighting agent delivery system). 

As to claims 1 8, 27, Kattle et al. disclose all but fail to specifically disclose the 
third gear is driven hydraulically. In an analogous art, Petit et al. disclose an apparatus 
configured for hydraulic control (See col. 6, lines 16-28). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the system of Kattle 
et al. with that of Petit et al. by having an hydraulic system in order to control the fire 
fighting apparatus. 

Claims 22, 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kattle (U.S. Patent No. 6,101,917). 

As to claims 22, 29, Kattle et al. disclose the apparatus is configured to rotate 
relatively (See col. 4, lines 46-51). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to rotate through a range of rotation 
that is not greater than approximately 90 degrees in order to rotate the turret 
appropriately. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Sanborn et al. 



(U.S. Patent No. 4,574,685) 



Sanborn et al. 



(U.S. Patent No. 4,686,888) 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur-Jeanglaude whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-6954. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571 ) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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